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RI-related projects in EPJs: 

1) EPJ A (Nuclear Physics) & EPJ C (Particle Physics)

In both fields experimental research is concentrated around relatively few 
large-scale instruments, globally.

2) EPJ Plus (all fields) collective roadmaps – examples: 
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RI-related projects in EPJs: 

3) EPJ Special Topics (all fields) publishes large CDRs
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Motivation for EPJ Research Infrastructures

FCC Volume 3: 
Civil Engineering, 
Implementation and 
Sustainability

30% of the total material of the
final FCC study !
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EPJ Research Infrastructures as major relaunch  

Computing and Software for Big Science is 
dedicated to the publication of high-quality 
material originating from all current and 
emerging scientific communities in which 
experimental research is increasingly based on 
large-scale research infrastructures. 

Advantages

- Already indexed in SCOPUS and SCImago
- Springer Nature agreements: full OA and TAs 
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EPJ Research Infrastructures - aims and scope – part 1

Research in both fundamental and applied sciences is increasingly organized around 
research infrastructures—whether on Earth or in space—through virtual research 
networks with shared resources or via major facilities and instruments. 

This research is typically conducted through substantial collaborative efforts involving 
numerous scientists, professionals, and supporting organizations. These collaborations 
bring together expertise from across all fields of science and technology, supported by a 
wide range of administrative bodies and services.

EPJ Research Infrastructures is a peer-reviewed, open-access journal 
dedicated to addressing the most pressing challenges facing current 
and future research infrastructures. 
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EPJ Research Infrastructures - aims and scope – part 2
Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:

•Data: Management, FAIR principles, repositories, federated architectures

•Computing: Software, middleware, distributed workflows; frameworks and heterogeneous computing; AI 
regulations; hardware and IT equipment

•Socioeconomics: Socioeconomic impact assessments and project appraisals; evaluation methodologies; 
social license to operate; externalities and environmental impact; long-term planning and risk 
management

•Innovation & Scientific Excellence: Collaborations and knowledge transfer, including spin-offs, start-ups, 
and R&D partnerships

•Sustainability: Contributions to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
particularly energy efficiency, circular economy, and functional architectures

•Science Policy & Diplomacy: Including dual-use considerations, science 
communication, outreach, and participatory science

•Governance & Management: Initiatives for future research infrastructures, 
including concept development and implementation studies
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EPJ Research Infrastructures - aims and scope – part 3

The journal welcomes a wide range of contributions—including research articles, reviews, 
white papers, roadmaps, case studies, technical and progress reports, as well as discussion 
and opinion pieces. 

Submissions are invited from all users and staff of research infrastructures, members of 
related administrative or funding organizations, and scholars studying research 
infrastructures as a field. 

Please note that the journal does not publish primary scientific research results obtained 
at research infrastructures.
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Journal Development (2026-2028) 

➢ Content: good mix between solicited and un-solicited submissions

➢ Single invited papers 
 
➢ (Closed) Topical collections based on invitations (only) through journal appointed 

guest editors

➢ (Open) Topical collections based on topical workshops or topical conference 
sessions, guest editors typically among the workshop organizers, but papers 
handled by the journal.  

Access to RIs – local & remote, policies, services, single site versus distributed
Sustainability of RIs - energy, materials, circular economy
RI collaboration on data storage and sharing, FAIR principles
RIs as service providers for SME R&D
New RIs under planning or commissioning
RI towards dual use, safety & security research 
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Journal Development (2026-2028) 

➢ Promotion of the journal through RI networks, workshops and conferences to increase 
also rapidly the number of unsolicited submissions. 

E.g., major conferences in 2026:
International Conference on Research Infrastructures (Italy, fall 2026) 
Big Science Forum (Netherlands, fall 2026)

Outcome in terms of journal growth: 

➢ 30+ articles in 2026 (mostly through invited articles and collections)  
40-50 articles in 2027 (indexing in WoS) 
50 – 100 articles in 2028 (more unsolicited than solicited submissions)
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Editorial Board structure

2-3 Editors-in-Chief (EiCs)
representing different communities, backgrounds and focus
Johannes Gutleber, CERN

10-12 Associate Editors (AEs)
appointed by the EiCs to handle submitted papers

larger Editorial (Advisory) Board 
- feedback from the community (quality, relevance, scope)
- case-by-case assistance to EiCs/AEs (e.g. referees, guest editors,…)  
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