
1

Roadmapping Distributed Research Infrastructures in Europe | Kraków June 2025 | EPJ Research Infrastructures | Christian Caron

EPJ Research Infrastructures – a journal proposal
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The European Physical Journal 
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RI-related projects in EPJs: 

1) EPJ A (Nuclear Physics) & EPJ C (Particle Physics)

In both fields experimental research is concentrated around relatively few 
large-scale instruments, globally.

2) EPJ Plus (all fields) collective roadmaps – examples: 
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RI-related projects in EPJs: 

3) EPJ Special Topics (all fields) publishes large CDRs/TDRs – examples:
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Springer/EPJ collaboration with FCCIS 

- Publications via EPJ 
(and other Springer outlets)

- Support for writing large reports 
(Overleaf)

- Data for Socio-Economic Impact study
(Dimensions)
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Springer/EPJ collaboration with FCCIS 

Volume 3: Civil Engineering, 
Implementation and 
Sustainability

30% of the total material of the
final FCC study
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EPJ Research Infrastructures as major relaunch  

Computing and Software for Big Science is 
dedicated to the publication of high-quality 
material originating from all current and 
emerging scientific communities in which 
experimental research is increasingly based on 
large-scale research infrastructures. 

Advantages

- Already indexed in SCOPUS and SCImago
- Springer Nature agreements: full OA and TAs 
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EPJ Research Infrastructures - title, subtitle, aims and scope

Main title: EPJ Research Infrastructures

Subtitle:  Information Systems, Sustainability and Socio-Economics of Big Science
 

Research in the fundamental sciences is increasingly organized around large-scale research 
infrastructures - both on Earth and in space, through virtual research networks with shared resources 
or using major facilities and instruments. At the same time this research is carried out as increasingly 
collaborative effort involving many scientists and professionals, with a broad range of expertise and 
backgrounds.
 
EPJ Research Infrastructures is a peer-reviewed open access journal devoted to the most prominent 
challenges that research infrastructures are facing, including but not limited to data handling, 
computing, contributions to SDGs, socio-economic impact, as well as developing collaborative network 
governances within science and industry viewed globally.    
 
The journal will also consider manuscripts that describe major planned scientific and technological 
developments at research infrastructures.  
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EPJ Research Infrastructures – topical sections:

➢ Data and Computing (Software, Middleware and workflows; online/offline 
data handling; frameworks and heterogenous computing; hardware and IT 
equipment; FAIR principles; data/software repositories)

➢ Socioeconomics (Socio economic impact assessments and project appraisal 
results; Social License to Operate; Environmental externalities; Long-term 
planning and risk management)

➢ Innovation and knowledge transfer (including spin-offs and start-ups)

➢ Sustainability (contributions to SDGs, specifically energy-efficiency and 
circular economy)

➢ Science communication, policy and diplomacy (including outreach and 
participatory sciences)
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EPJ Research Infrastructures – further comments

- EPJ RI will not publish ‚results‘ papers from primary research at RIs

- Timeline: early 2026 

- Assessing type and volume of published literature: 

difficult to search because typical keywords asscoated with RIs do not necessarily 
appear in the available metadata (of even fulltext) of posted or published 
contributions.

contributions are widely spread across grey literature, conference proceedings or 
scattered among the fully indexed peer-reviewed journals.

no existing journal specifically devoted to RIs: 
both an opportunity and challenge … but we do not start from scratch 
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